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A WORLD expert on what. are. -
known  a$ “resurfection plants” .
was awarded the €100 000 Harry
Oppenheimer Feliowship Award.
on Friday, to continue herworkon - -
how these plants can be used to'

- ensure future food security.

Prof Jill Farrant, who holds the
research: chasr in the meolecular -
physiclogy. of - plant. desiceation,
tolerance at the Univetsity of Cape

- Town, was the 10th recipierit of .

the fellowship, which encouraged ' -

- high-end research; said ‘Oppen-
heimer Memonal Trust trustee
Bobby Godsell. ;

- endemic 10 southern Africa, tol--

‘erate near total water loss,for pro-+

longed pefiods. Ifthe way in which .

théir genetic make-up workstodo |
“this could be better understood, it -
. *yolatiles™

could be used to increase crops’
drought tesistance withoutresort-,
ing to. genetrc _modification,

Fatrant said; after receiving. the

"~ award in Johannesburg, -
: ited Natmrls (UN‘S)

;improved, many

Last year, the UN announced:

that . Africir’s - population ~had
. passed the'l-billion mark, atid was - -
. estimated to reach 19 “billion: by

WhICh is the “bobbejaanstert”

and lose up’ to 95% of their waier__
content, butvn]l“greenup”mtlnn ‘

_ Zurich’sTnis
in the iden .
made by these plants how the

have abandoned:'

p - 0
the most common examples of

~Jill Farrant

p]ants make them,’ where they go
in the plants and how they protect

" “the plant in its “dead state”,
Resurrectmn plants mostly_'_-.'

- She will :also_use the award
- mongy to work-with Dr I'rancesco
Loreto Italy's . Consiglio
Nazmnale delle Ricerche "(Nat-
“jorial Research  Council), who
investigates  minuscule - lipid
_{chemical signals).
Llpnis are’ a broad group of
“naturally - oceurring  molecules
that 'include fats, waxes, s sterols
a.nd fat:soluble vitamins.’

.Loreto has equipment that w111
allow Farrant to detect and iden-

nfy these chenucals and then

. return to SA'to test lipid levels'in
. the chemical signals-given off: by'

" resurrection plants, understand "

‘what they do and how they make
the plats so successfully drought-
resistant. '

~~Farrant’s interest in resurrec- .
tion plaritsis a personal one; Asa.
young; nnpepo farmer’s daugh-
er she'went into the veld one day |
and noucedabobbejaanstertm its |-

:overmght rain, she notmed the

" plant had rejuvenated. - :
“T told-my- dad. He was a |
f_armer and he tidiculed e |
because, “Dead plants don’t come i
back t6 life;! Then I did my PhD in
something. totally différent and'it -|.
was only after that that [ thought |
Twould test if what I saw asa Ch.IId
was trile,” she said.”

"The Oppenheuner Memonal 1
rust-this .year had.-put- about |

. R13m- nto- education, icluding

Rdm: for, mclmduals Ay pos
graduate study, said Godsell.
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